Chinese Gardens of Hilton

FEATURES:
Pagoda:  When Buddhism first gained popularity in China, in the 1st century, Pagodas first known as a Stupa, came with it.  The Pagodas original purpose was to house relics and ancient writings.  Many early Chinese pagodas were built on square or circular bases and were most often constructed of wood.  Due to the susceptivility of wood rot and weather, very few wooden pagodas survived.  The oldes on now extant is for the 12th century.  During the 4th-7th centuries, brick and stone replaced wood andoctagonal bases became predominant.  Pagodas also began to develop their characteristic muti-tiered roofs with up-swept gables.  
The architecture of pagodas actually attract lightning strikes due to their height!  In addition many have finials on their roofs which act as lightning rods. 


PLANTS:
All plants planted in this garden are considered Native Plants of China, or are common throughout China 
1.  Kousa Dogwood:  Deciduous Tree
Height: 15-30 ft if untrimmed

Spread:  10-15ft if untrimmed

Growth Habitat:  Clumps

Growth Pace:  Slow to Medium
Light:  Full Sun to Part Shade

Moisture:  Adaptable

Bloom Time: Early Summer

Flower:  Green to white flowers

Interest:  Summer & Fall

Uses:  Beds, Borders, Focal Point

Characteristics:  Attracts Butterflies; Showy Fall Purple/Red Foliage, Showy Flowers;  Red Berries in the fall
Maintenance:  Needs occasional trimming of dead growth, and to keep Height and Span undercontrol;  low water needs;  disease resistant
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Fall color
2. Redbud Tree:  Deciduous Tree (Located in rocky area near Chinese Garden between picnic tables)
Height: 8-15ft in 10 years

Spread: 8to 15ft untrimmed in 10 yrs; Vase like  

Growth Habitat:  Vaselike
Growth Pace:  12-18in a year, slow
Light: Full Sun to Part Shade
Moisture: Moist, Well Drained  

Bloom Time:Spring

Flower:  Small, Magenta colored
Interest: Spring Flowers, Yellow Fall Color
Uses:  Attracted Birds and Butterflies
Characteristics:  Early Spring Bloomer, small truck with spreading branches, ornamental
Maintenance: Cutback as needed.  If Cankers or dead areas show, cut back 4 inches past effected area immediately. 
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 Redbud in Bloom
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 Redbud in fall
3. Little Henry Sweetspire:  Shrub
Height:  2-3ft




Spread: 2-3ft
Growth Habitat: mounding


Growth Pace:  moderate
Light: Partial to full shade



Moisture:  Moist, well drained
Bloom Time: Late Spring/ Early Summer
Flower: White  

Interest: Summer Bloom, Fall Red Foliage
Uses:  beds and foundation plantings
Characteristics:  Attractive to bees, butterflies & birds;  Flowers are fragrant;  Can propagate using soft wood cuttings.
Maintenance:  Drought tolerant.  Watch for excessive root suckering and remove if it gets to be to much.  Prune after flowering, not before.  
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sweetspire in bloom  

 sweetspire in fall
4.  Maiden Grass:  Ornamental Grass; perennial
Height: 4-8ft


Spread:  3-4ft
Growth Habitat:  


Growth Pace:  

Light:  Full Sun


Moisture:  

Bloom Time:


Flower:  

Interest:  Blue Green Foliage
Uses:  as an accent, background or for privacy
Characteristics: Summer, Fall, Winter Interest;    

Maintenance:  Average water needs;  Self sows so deadhead if you do not want volunteer seedlings next season; Can divide rhizomes/tubers to propagate.  Divide the plant when the center becomes open or hollow.  
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 Maiden grass in fall
5.  Sedum- Autumn Joy:  Groundcovers, Perennial, Succulents
Height: 1-3ft



Spread:  1-3ft
Growth Habitat: Clump

Growth Pace:  

Light:  Full Sun to Part Shade
Moisture:  Medium
Bloom Time: Fall


Flower:  Pink;  small flowers

Interest:  Fall bloomer

Uses: Borders and rock gardens;  dried flowers 

Characteristics: Attract Butterflies, 
Maintenance:  Drought tolerant;  Easy care
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 Autumn Joy in Summer
6.  Sedum-  Orange Stonecrop:  groundcover, perennial, succulent
Height: 12”


Spread:  18”
Growth Habitat:  groundcover
Growth Pace:  

Light:  Full Sun to Partial Shade
Moisture:  low
Bloom Time: Fall


Flower: orange 

Interest: Summer Orange Flowers Uses:  groundcover
Characteristics: attractive to bees, butterflies and birds
Maintenance:  Low maintenance;  drought tolerant;  can divide the root ball
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7.  Marigold:  Flower, Annual in Ohio
Height: 6” to 4ft


Spread: 6” to 3ft  

Growth Habitat: Clump

Growth Pace: Moderate  

Light: Full Sun to part shade
Moisture:  

Bloom Time: Summer, Fall
Flower:  varies
Interest:  Flowers through late fall  Uses: border plantings 

Characteristics: Considered an herb, part of the Aster Family;  deer resistant
Maintenance: Should “deadhead” as flowers die off.  Annual, so we need to plant them every spring.  Can take seeds off dead flower heads, save in dry spot and plant in spring.
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 Marigold
8.  Christmas Ferns:  Perennial
Height: 1ft


Spread:  2ft
Growth Habitat: Clump
Growth Pace:  Fast
Light:  Part to full shade

Moisture:  Likes damp, can handle dry  

Bloom Time: NA


Flower:  None
Interest:  Evergreen like Foliage
Uses:  Shady spots, under trees
Characteristics: Ferns have been around longer than dinosaurs!!  Long frond like leaves.
Maintenance: Drought tolerant;  cut back dead growth
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 Christmas Fern
